Did you know?

Cefazolin can be safely given to patients with any 3-lactam allergy.

@ The only time cefazolin cannot be safely given to a patient is if:
1. the patient is allergic to cefazolin specifically or
2. the patient has had a severe non-Ig mediated reaction* to a B-lactam antibiotic

Why is cefazolin the preferred antibiotic for
surgical prophylaxis?

- Fewer surgical site infections

Cefazolin is more effective than comparators
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such as clindamycin or vancomycin

- Shorter infusion time allows optimal
concentrations at the time of incision

Vancomycin is more difficult to time appropriately as
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- Lower Clostridioides difficile risk
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than alternative antibiotics

- Adverse effects are 3X higher
using non-cefazolin prophylaxis

Patients given [3- lactam prophylaxis have
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46% lower risk of adverse effects compared )
e.g. Cefazolin

to patients given alternative prophylaxis

Non B-lactam
prophylaxis
e.g. Vancomycin or Clindamycin

+ unnecessarily broad spectrum
* increased hospital length of stay
* increased re-admission

B-lactam antibiotics include penicillins (piptazo, cloxacillin, ampicillin), cephalosporins, and carbapenems

B-lactam cross reactivity groups

B-lactams in the same boxes below share similar side chains and cross-react

Cefazolin does not share similar side chain with other B-lactam and does

Avoid all beta lactam if the patient had a

For: Health care professionals

not cross react serious, non-IgE mediated reaction.
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